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Working with MWB Architects, owner Stephanie Scott-Melnyk seeks concept review to add two 

dormers to her house in the Takoma Park Historic District.  The house was designed by architect 

A.S.J. Atkinson and built in 1911 in the American Foursquare style.  It currently features two 

dormers on the front (east) and rear (west) slopes of the roof.  The proposal would add dormers 

to the two sides, matching the form and dimensions of the existing dormers.  While the original 

dormers have two sash windows each, the new dormers would each have three sash windows. 

 

Evaluation  

The American Foursquare was a common building type in the first quarter of the 20
th

 century 

made popular, in part, because of its availability as a mail order house type through such venues 

as Sears and Aladdin.  Typical character-defining features of a Foursquare are its boxy form, 

hipped roof, front porch, and dormers.  Dormers are almost always present on the front-facing 

roof, and are commonly present on the other sides as well.   

 

The addition of two dormers on this house which already has them is a compatible and 

appropriate way to add more light and space to the attic.  The new dormers will match the 

existing ones, yet would be subtly distinguished by their use of three windows, rather than two.  

In size, form, and materials, the dormers are a compatible alteration to this home and the historic 

district. 

 

Recommendation 

The HPO recommends that the Board find the proposal consistent with the preservation act, and 

delegate permit approval to the HPO. 

 

 


